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must take the world as it is; you or I cannot set it right. I know at this time a man of great quality and station who has not the parts of a porter, but raised himself to the station he is in singly by having a graceful figure, polite manners, and an engaging address; which by the way he only acquired by habit, for he had not sense enough to get them by reflection. Parte and habit should conspire to complete you: you will have the habit of good company, and you have reflection in your power.
London, December 5, 0. 3. 1749.
BOY,
THOSE who suppose that men in general act rationally because they are called rational creatures, know very little of the world; and, if they act themselves upon that supposition, will, nine times in ten, find themselves grossly mistaken. That man is animal Upes, implume, risibile, I entirely agree; but, for the rationale, I can only allow it him in actu primo (to talk logic), and seldom in actu seoundo. Thus the speculative cloistered pedant in his solitary cell forms systems of tilings as they should be, not as they are; and writes as decisively and absurdly upon war, politics, manners and characters, as that pedant talked who was so kind as to instruct Hannibal in the art of war. Such closet politicians never fail to assign the deepest motives for the most trifling actions, instead of often ascribing the greatest actions to the most trifling causes, in which they would be much seldomer mistaken. They read and write of Kings, heroes, and statesmen, as never doing anything but upon the deep-